
October 2021 Family Newsletter
Director’s Letter

Hello VAIS Families!

Our classroom teachers are currently preparing parent
teacher conferences to provide you with updates regarding
your child.  Watch for invites to conferences allowing you to
hear about your child’s academic and social emotional
growth.

Students recently participated in STAR assessments and will
again in winter and spring of the 2021-2022 school year. This
nationally normed assessment guides teachers with
instruction. Your child’s fall STAR assessment report will be
mailed to your home.

Being kind and showing kindness to others is so very
important. Therefore, we are working as a building to teach
ways to be kind. We are putting the I in kInd to help
students recognize how they can all help make our building
environment positive and kind.

At our recent
Community
Gathering,
the 5th grade
Safety Patrol
introduced
our
building-wide
community
service
project,
Socktober.

Both New Century and VAIS will be participating in this
collection drive to gather socks to share with people in
need. This is also a way we are teaching how to be kind to
others. All of our donations will go to the Verona Area
Needs Network. Students/families can bring new socks to
the school office through October 29. Families can also
bring socks to “A Spooky Good Time”, our Family Fall Event
taking place from 3-5 PM at Harriet Park. Let's see how
many socks our building can collect!

Good health to all of you and thank you for your continued
support!

  In partnership,
Ann Princl, VAIS Director
princla@verona.k12.wi.us
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VAIS Calendar of Events

Thursday, OCT 21 &
Friday, OCT 22

No School

Friday, OCT 29 Socktober Collection Drive END

Saturday, OCT 30 “A Spooky Good Time” Family
Fall Event @ 3-5 PM Harriet Park

Monday, NOV 1 School Climate Committee
Meeting 6:30-7:30 PM
Hop Haus - Fitchburg

Friday, NOV 5 Bucky Book Sales END
Holiday Giving Guide Orders DUE

Monday, NOV 8 Governance Council Meeting
6:30 PM VAIS/NCS Library

Wednesday, NOV 24-
Friday, NOV 26

No School

Tuesday, NOV 30 Giving Tuesday

Monday, DEC 13 Governance Council Meeting
6:30 PM VAIS/NCS Library

Wednesday, DEC 22 Early Release

Thursday, DEC 23-
Sunday, JAN 2

No School

Saturday, JAN 29 Verona Public Library
Chinese New Year Celebration

It’s Bucky Book Time!

Support VAIS by selling $35 Bucky Books filled with coupons
and discounts. The premium coupons alone have a value of
$25! Plus, sell 5 books and get 1 free. Deadline to submit
payment or return your book: Friday, November 5. Contact
April Rabedeaux for more info at (714) 234-8054 or
april.ong@gmail.com

What’s Happening in K/1?

In Kindergarten, we are learning to read together with a
partner and using illustrations to predict what will happen
next in our stories. 1st graders are learning to make
connections in their reading using text to text, text to self,
and text to world connections. In math, our learners created
a new math board game and played with a partner.

What’s Happening in Gym?

In gym class the past two weeks, students in 2nd-5th grade
had the opportunity to ride bikes. Mr. Dresen set up cones
on the playground that provided a track-like feel to biking. All
of the bikes and the bike trailer are shared with Sugar Creek.
Last year VAIS was able to help purchase the bike trailer with
a grant that VAIS received from Tri 4 Schools.



Be the “I” in Kindness!

Your Kindness Matters! Can you be the “I” in Kindness? VAIS
and NCS are focusing on Kindness, to each other and to
ourselves. How do you show kindness? You can invite a new
friend to play, help someone up if they have fallen, smile
when you pass someone in the hallway, and for yourself you
can eat healthy snacks and get plenty of rest. There are lots
of ways to show Kindness and here at VAIS and NCS we want
you to be the “I” in Kindness!

We Need YOU!

The VAIS School Climate Committee will be meeting on
Monday, November 1, 6:30-7:30 PM, at Hop Haus Fitchburg,
and we need your voice to make VAIS the most kind,
welcoming, fun, and inclusive place possible. Our first
meeting of the school year will include the following agenda
items:

-Plan/goals for the committee;
-Discussion of ways to help kids reintegrate with one another
on the playground;
-Discussion of potential ways to connect with NCS parents to
help build a sense of community between VAIS and NCS.

Questions? Contact Committee Chair Grace Flores at
gkulkoski@gmail.com for more information.

What’s Happening in 4/5?

In social studies, the 4th graders are learning about Native
American tribes in Wisconsin. As part of this we have been
reading the book The Birchbark House about an Ojibwe
family on Madeline Island. We have even used Tik Toc to
learn some Ojibwe words.

The 5th graders just finished their first social studies
simulation of the year, learning what it was like to be an
explorer in the 1400's. We learned about who and what
was in North America before European Explorers got here.
Each 5th grader also researched a different explorer and
presented their information to the class. We are now
learning about the establishment of the British Colonies in
North America and moving onto the American Revolution
soon.

Governance Council (GC) Updates

Here are some important updates from
the October 11 GC Meeting:

•  The district is moving forward with
Human Resources measures to improve
the long-term health of Chinese
language education within the district.

•  An agreement between South Central University for
Nationalities (SCUN) and VAIS is progressing, which will help
with funding cultural experiences for the students.

•  Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief
(ESSER) Fund monies are being used to purchase furniture
for better social distancing, with a particular focus on
furniture that will be useful post-pandemic as well.

•  We are working on the charter renewal process, which
should be completed before the end of the year.
Superintendent Dr. Clardy has expressed pride in our school
and is providing resources to help with our recruitment
efforts.

•  Our fundraising committee is doing a great job! In the
recently finished spirit wear sale, money was also raised to
support Afghan refugees. Bucky Book sales are ongoing
through November 5, the joint fundraiser with NCS at the
UW football game was a busy one, the holiday gift guide is
coming soon, and Giving Tuesday will be on November 30.

•  There will be a VAIS Fall Family Event at Harriet Park on
October 30. It will be "A Spooky Good Time" and include
costumes and pumpkin decorating.

•  Teachers and staff are determining the best ways to
include parent volunteers into school life. There is currently a
need for additional help during recess times. Details will be
provided soon.

Love VAIS?

Love VAIS? Got 5 minutes for a
cost-free way to support the school?
Please consider leaving an online
review at Google, Facebook, School
Digger, Niche, and/or Great Schools.
Recruitment season is just around
the corner, but this is something you
can do today to help VAIS from the
comfort of your own home or office.

If you need inspiration, think about why you and your kids
love VAIS. Is it family-like feel, 50/50 immersion, great test
scores, or the intuitive math curriculum?  Do you like the
globally focused curriculum or that VAIS partners with local
organizations to share Chinese language learning with the
larger community? Whatever the reason, please leave a
review. If you have 10 minutes, please leave 2 or 3!

mailto:gkulkoski@gmail.com
https://www.schooldigger.com/go/WI/schools/1533002849/school.aspx
https://www.schooldigger.com/go/WI/schools/1533002849/school.aspx
https://www.niche.com/k12/verona-area-international-school-fitchburg-wi/
https://www.greatschools.org/wisconsin/fitchburg/5964-Verona-Area-International-School/reviews/


A Spooky Good Time -
VAIS Fall Family Event

What: Join VAIS in having a spooky good time complete with
a costume and pumpkin decorating contest!

When: Saturday, October 30 @ 3-5 PM

Where: Harriet Park, 414 Mary Lou Street, Verona

Since this event is outdoors, masking is optional, but
encouraged. If this event were to be indoors, masking would
be required at this time.

Come dressed in costume. Participation in the contest is
optional. Pumpkin decorating is also encouraged! Please
bring your own pre-decorated/carved pumpkin for the
contest. Contests begin at 3:30 PM.

Socktober Collection Drive Information:
Final donations for the Socktober collection drive to benefit
Verona Area Needs Network will be collected at this event.
Please consider supporting this school-wide kindness project
by bringing a pack of new socks to give to those in need!

Costume Contest Information:
- Costumes must be appropriate.
- No weapon-like items of any kind are allowed.
- Costume masks should not take the place of protective
masks.

Pumpkin Decorating Contest Information:
- Pumpkins must be family friendly.
- Label your pumpkin on the bottom so
it’s not identified by the viewers.
- Please bring your pumpkin by 2:45 PM
at Harriet Park.
- Pumpkins must be picked up by 5 PM
and will be discarded if not claimed.

Volunteers Needed! Sign up to help with the contests or to
bring snacks and drinks:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d44afad28a0fb6-asp
ooky

Kindness in Action -

Support Socktober!

The 5th Grade Safety Patrol invites you to celebrate

Socktober by putting the “I” in kindness and bringing

donations of NEW socks for Verona Area Needs Network.

Socks can be dropped off in the school office or at the VAIS

Fall Family Event at Harriet Park.

Community Gathering Rewind

VAIS

students,

staff, and

family

members

began their

Friday,

October 15,

with an

energetic

blended

Community Gathering featuring a small in-person group of

student presenters and staff in the library as well as

classrooms and families connected via Zoom. The gathering

featured a breathing exercise, recognition of class

completion of rules review passports, a reminder to put the

“I” in kindness, Socktober kick-off, and a line-up

demonstration by 5th Grade Safety Patrol.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d44afad28a0fb6-aspooky
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d44afad28a0fb6-aspooky


Hello from the Library

We have had an amazing start to the year in the library and
are so grateful to be able to provide weekly lessons based on
the National School Library Standards as well as time for
browsing, checkout, and reading. In terms of numbers, we
circulated 1,739 items in September with Everyone Fiction,
also known as picture books, leading the way!

Curriculum Update:
In September, we assessed current library skills as well as
learned and reviewed library rules, book care, the value of
libraries, fiction v. non-fiction, various sections of the library,
checkout procedures, and Hispanic/Latinx Heritage Month.
In October and November, we'll continue to explore diversity
and perspective, discuss call numbers, create a personal
library map, celebrate identity, and begin working with
online library resources such as the Destiny catalog and the
Sora app for ebooks and audio books.

Reminders:
Here are a few friendly reminders to help everyone share
and respect library resources:

● Books can be checked out for two weeks with the
option of one renewal.

● Books can be returned at any time throughout the
week to help get them back in circulation more
quickly.

● Please check with your child/ren to make sure they
are storing their library books in a separate
backpack compartment far away from their water
bottle to avoid being charged for waterlogged
returns.

● Please encourage the use of bookmarks and avoid
bending the corners of pages or leaving books open
face down.

● If you still have books from summer checkout at
home, please send those back to school as soon as
possible.

Volunteering:
If you'd like to volunteer in the library, there are always
plenty of projects. No prior experience is necessary, and your
help is greatly appreciated! At this time, Fridays from
10:40-11:40 am are reserved for VAIS parent volunteers.
There may be additional days and times offered in the future
depending on interest and library scheduling. Please sign up
via Sign Up Genius.

Note: If you have not filled out a background check this year,
please do so as soon as possible. It takes a week or two to
process before you can volunteer.

Resource of the Month:

Are you a series lover? Are you always asking or wondering
"what book comes next?" Look no further! Kent District
Library has compiled a helpful What's Next Database that
allows you to input an author, series, or title and access an
up-to-date series list including a printer-friendly option.

Happy reading!
Ms. Roltgen

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044aadaa2ea7fa7-vais4
https://v2-fidelitec.screenmenow.com/v2/home#/home?c=FID_00218
http://ww2.kdl.org/libcat/whatsnext.asp


What’s Happening in Music?

Kindergarten and 1st grade: I introduced students to the
amazing orchestral work, "Carnival of the Animals," by
Camille Saint-Saens. By exploring different animal-themed
movements within this work, kindergarteners and 1st
graders worked on their listening skills, as well as concepts of
high/low, loud/soft, and short/long. We continue to sing
many echo songs with movement, such as "Hey, Hey Look at
Me," "No More Pie," and the "Color Song." They love getting
to play more and more instruments, including the
glockenspiels. We have been learning how to hold and play
mallets safely and have been exploring up/down with such
autumn-themed songs as "Autumn Leaves are Falling." They
have incorporated music and movements into stories and
they are enjoying our Halloween and Fall-themed songs and
music activities. 1st graders have done some additional work
with beat, rhythm, and an introduction to solfege with "Hop
Old Squirrel," and "Pumpkin Fat."

2nd and 3rd grade: 2nd graders learned the "Pancake,
Pancake" song and wrote their own fabulous pancake
compositions, which they turned into partner compositions.
Partners then performed their compositions on unpitched
percussion for the class. They have been studying dynamics
and tempo with songs such as "John Jacob Jingleheimer
Schmidt" and "Tony Chestnut." They also began playing the
glockenspiels and learning about mallet safety, practice, and
ensemble building. They have played the larger Orff
instruments, such as the drums and xylophones, providing
accompaniment to many of our Halloween and Fall-themed
songs. They look forward to more Fall-themed musical
activities, rhythmic games and songs coming up!
3rd graders created their own rhythmic sections "Shake the
Papaya." With this song, they worked on dictating quarter
notes, half notes, and eighth notes and also learned about
rondo form. They enjoyed a musical game from Ghana,
"Obwisana," which they request frequently. They also began
playing glockenspiels and learning about mallet safety,
practice, and ensemble playing. They continue to learn new
Halloween and Fall-themed songs and are beginning to play
accompaniments to these on the Orff instruments.

4th and 5th grade: 4th graders learned about rondo form
and rhythmic composition with the song "Cheki Morena."
4th and 5th graders have begun studying the instrument
families and have thus far focused on brass and percussion.
They have rhythmic games accompanying the piano works by
Scott Joplin and have learned a bit about ragtime. 4th and
5th graders have also continued their work with syncopation
with the song, "Synco-co-pation." We are using this song to
not only cement syncopation, but to also learn about
ostinato, verse, and chorus. They are creating ostinati
patterns on both the Orff instruments and with body
percussion. We hope this will become a larger ensemble
piece. They really like the musical game, "Obwisana," from
Ghana and request it frequently. We dove into Fall and
Halloween fun with songs such as "Pass the Pumpkin." We
even added ukuleles and began learning some basic chords.
Halloween fun will continue this month with "Ghost of Tom,"
Vivaldi's "Autumn," Danse Macabre" and more!

VAIS in Photos


